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..withlowners and dogs.as Your Dog's
Becky Kane'and chinese Grested Dog|Henry,
join like-minded peuple nn an

Walking in the stunning
g South Shropshire hills.

.!‘A-'

The guests meel
in reception.

Agilily was a
popular pastime.

[ vou're thinking of
booking a holiday but don't
waant to leave your loved
one behind (your dog,
that is; ot yolr parinetr,
although they are welcome
tael) then why net try a dog
activity weekend? A heady
mix of dog walks, agility and
obedience, plus the chance to
speenied time with ke -minded
people and thein do
awaited us on our "barking
mad” break in the stunning
south Shropshire hills (as
fea 1 v the February [ssue
of Your Dog)
Organizer Sue Robinson,
a dog-foving PR
consultant, came L
with the idea for the
weekend after attending

and thein cvvners,
On arrival, she gave us all
a chance 10 stretch our legs
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twltwbreak&

alter our journeys {rom as far as
Comwall) and we soon lound she
had lined up plenty of experts and
fun achivities to keep us busy,

Flrst up was a talk an futrition
by Fiona Campbell from dog and
cal food manufaciurer, Burms Pet
Mutrition, with plenty of advice:
on keeping your dog in tip-top
condition with &
healthy diel.

Everyone then
headed out to the
WOOds JLST BLIoss
from the hotel lor
an accormnpanied

didn’t mind some ol the residents
getting a ltte rmisdd

in the evening, everyone
had dinner together, a petfect
opportunity to meet each other
properly and leam a litke maore
aboul everyone's dogs: On
Saturday morming, after a good

sleep and 2

B

' “Don’t want
i

* to leave your

loved one

2VE r"l][II:

eagery awaiting
the marming’s

slap-up breakfast,

has been training dogs for
nearly 15 years, is a full thime
behavi specialist and uns

W COMpEany covering the
West Midlands and beyond. A Tull
member of the Canine antd
Feline Behaviour Association and 4
master trainer with the Guild ol Dog
Tralners, Nick soon 'I1-1|||T e}

> l.r{mu-i{ welth &

My classmates were TIH'|.' a

What did other
owners think?
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‘t’d definitely do another’

Bronte Adams and George, a three-year-old Kelpie X

Harborough, Leicestershire:
| Pracagacalon il el e ek
el Lo by SOdlily

lefirdtaly o

Border Collle whio iushes
thraugh doors, spins in circles
and barks whenmeeting
new doas: Toby, a chocolale
Labradar, and Ruby, a Golde
Retrever, whio both bound LI
eople and nearly knock

them 1I~.a|r1g i an :Itlf‘l'l'li.'lf Tn

.upr;-[:llrf e

deafness, especially w'-.-‘lhzn
off-lead; and George, the Kelpie
x Collle who sits all the lime.,
even when 1o stand (that
selective deafmness is catchingt),

Keeping it calm

d through some of
3Tvs And e

demonstrations wsing the dogs an
how to tackle the sswes. Tilly, in
particular, seemed a differen
dog ending time with Mick
and happily spent the rest-of the
leszon sitting very calmly at her
owner's heels.

We alzo learmed how to deal
with pulling on the lead an
ntroduced us ta the fingler, a d
with bells that can be attached
o the fead and uses sound
therapy 10 mtErrupt urw
bahaviour. Honey got the
to demonstrale her poor fecall but
behaved perfectly on the lang lead
with Mick, gazing at him admiringly

‘Ruby loved her first holiday’

Mauresn Dunn and Ruby, a 10-month-old Golden Retriever from

dog walk. The
dogs had a great
firmee runmnireg off
lead 1ogether as
Il ey’ krovwi
each other for
vears, With six
Labradors and.a
Golden Retrievel
amonyg the group,
You can imagine
the chaos when they reached the

muddy pond, Thankfully we stayed

behind then
why not try
a dog activity
weekend?”

aclivilies. We

all heea

1o the T

centne in

Hall, Tic

o meel the

day’'s ra

Mick jon

obedience and

ehaviour and

Barbara Walke

and her assistant, Hilary, for agility
1t weas over to Mick hirst, He

Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshine:

WO AR weas Gre
il see the dog:

ot dog wieaki

Bronte Adams
and George.
collie trom Market

Hick janes leads the
training session.

SR Lt greal how dogs alway's
perfanm wihen they re not
sUpposed to, Just to prove
us wrong?

After more guidance
from Nick an t2aching dogs
manners, going through

es gl doors alter
thelr owners and not
jumping up, wemoved
on to the agifity session
with Barbara, who has
15 years' experience
of running such sessions in
her area. The course looked a
little daunting, particularty for the
beginners: four jumps followed
by the flat tunnel, folowed by
the weaves, the straight funnel
ancther four furmps, the dog walk,

wes again, the

runnr-l again and then four more

Megotiating the
dog walk

Maureen Dunmn
and Ruby,

I wantid (o take Boby on bk st hollday ahd

thoudhd the sirociure sounced gl
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Fm tramnireg with Rulby
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Thie onily i sicde ot g
bl this ey B wei oo ol

Ruby willexpect
Ficalad Ty o P m
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aniel LLELRTH] Wl e ey
1o 11y asa distraciiog rreethicd
U o ool
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jrmps to finkshy

Honey wiss a naturdl and reslhy

the hang of it straight awng

thoroughly: surprising hier owner
Poppy was fantastic too, Henry
lowveed i, especially the Jumps
(paaple thaught hie wouldn't
f it over them; but he
shawieel thern!). Toby was a star,
A regular agility-goer, he pul us
3l 1o shame, even fackling the
tunnel betare we'd been shown
that plece of equipment
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